10th World Squash Masters Tournament - Cologne 2010

No masters titles but Scots can hold their heads high

As you would expect from any sport around the world there would be Scots in attendance. On this occasion the “Saltire” had a representation of fourteen men and two ladies spread across many of the age groups.

The majority of the Scots group set up base camp in a smart hotel in the city centre. This central location was specifically selected in pre-tour planning to provide the SWAGS (squasher’s wives and girlfriend) an alternative to watching squash by flexing the plastic in Cologne’s well renowned designer stores and boutiques. 
The tournament had approximately 800 competitors from around 55 nations and was staged in three separate venues. Logistics of moving around between the venues became a bit of a problem as the tournament progressed due to management issues with court allocation and match timetabling. Problems eased slightly over the week but too late to save the tournament directors position and the negative effect it had on the players.  

So on with the tournament. Obviously it would be too lengthy a report to go into detail on all of the various individuals performances so I shall concentrate on the achievers of note.

In the ladies over-55, Scot -Pauline Douglas seeded 2 who resides in South Africa had a fantastic tournament coming runner-up to top seed Vicki Cardwell from Australia.

In the ladies over-50, Eunice Bond gave her all and credited herself by achieving 6th in the open event.

In the mens events Scotland again had varying degrees of success but never managed to get hands on the prized masters crown and silverware but came close.
Alan Thomson (Tommo) in the over-50 event had an outstanding tournament. In the semi-final he took the scalp of Englishman Richard Millman seeded 2 in a fantastic match. Unfortunately Tommo came up against Geoffrey Davenport who has been crowned masters champion in each age group since over-35. Tommo played extremely well but was not good enough to stop yet another record being broken as the Australian marched on to victory and world master in straight sets.
In the mens over-60 success was secured in two events. The much improved John Rae won the main plate following a full week of intense squash. Jim Dougal also playing extremely well won the Classic plate.

 In the over-70 age group Vincent Taylor came in a respectable 4th and in the over-75 Zander Wedderburn and Michael Birch came in 6th and 7th position.

Last but not definitely not least is the tale of Boyd Kydd in the over-55 event. His personal tournament provided much of the entertainment for the gathered crowds. 
His opening match set the scene when his opposition (in the mens event) turned up in a skirt and top and was of questionable gender. However he stuck to the task and successfully negotiated what was a potential banana skin – not through the squash skills of the opponent just the distraction !!!  
Onwards he moved and as fate would have it he was pitched against the adversary who unsportsmanlike declined to play him in Cape Town for his slight lateness during the masters tournament in South Africa.  An opportunity for revenge. Boyd took the honours winning 3-2  against this feisty South African in what was a tremendous performance against one of the tipped master winner contenders. And so to the quarter finals he marched on. 
His next opponent was Mark Cowley seeded 1 from England. The two have met once previously in the home internationals with the Englishman taking honours and from reports no love lost between the pair. Needless to say terms of endearment and Christmas cards are not exchanged so the scene was set for an auld enemy tussle. The galleries were full to witness this gladiatorial encounter. We were not to be disappointed. 
Cowley set about his task in a focussed fashion playing some excellent executed drives wide of Boyd and went into a deservedly 2-0 lead. However the Englishman didn’t count on Boyd “Willie Wallace” Kydd turning it round to go evens at 2 each following heroics with his incredible agility, scrambling for every scrap with flailing racket or should I say claymore. The scene made Bannockburn look like a Sunday afternoon garden fete. 
So into the decider, with blood streaming down his forehead (probably caused by an earlier “no let” head clash) Boyd managed to open up a two point lead 9-7 with the finishing post in full view. However Cowley composed himself and dug deep into his resources determined to prevent the unthinkable. The shrewd Englishman’s skill and experience at closing out matches saw him apply good pressure in the key moments forcing mistakes from the Scot finally securing the game and match with an 11-9 victory in the fifth.
Post-match comments by the victor to his support were overheard -   “he is an absolute bloody nightmare” which one would regard as the ultimate compliment to Boyd. 
I have a suspicion that future encounters may produce quite a different result from the ever resilient animated Scot.
 
Roll on the 2011 home internationals. There will be a need for strong refereeing, a set of ropes around the court and a volunteer to ring the bell between rounds, correction -games. Book your front row seats now !! 
On a final note it was great to see all the Scots in attendance and providing great support for each other. As a nation we may not have secured a “squash master” at the Cologne tournament. However we competed proudly and without doubt won the vote and heart of all nations by providing the après squash entertainment. Now does that revelation not come as a surprise ??
Note: Next World Masters - Birmingham England 2012. See you there.
John Bulloch
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